
COMPARISON BETWEEN COLLABORATIVE VS. LITIGATION 

 Divorce is a difficult process.  It is a legal process but also, and perhaps more importantly, an 
emotional and financial process.  In a traditional litigated divorce, the legal aspect is emphasized and the 
case is led by your lawyer.  The lawyer will often engage additional professional experts including an 
accountant to establish the financial aspects of the family and a mental health professional to testify 
regarding parenting issues.  There may be other experts engaged, such as a vocational evaluator if 
alimony or child support is an issue, and a real estate appraiser or business appraiser if the value of 
these assets are an issue.   

 The below analysis compares two options that each family can consider when deciding how to 
proceed with a divorce.  The first option is a collaborative divorce.  This involves a team approach to the 
dissolution with each side represented by an attorney and the team having one neutral facilitator and 
one neutral financial professional.  While each professional will determine their own hourly rate, the 
example provided uses an average in my area of Florida.  Attorneys often charge between $300 to $450 
per hour, Accountants/Financial Advisors often charge between $200 to $400 per hour and Mental 
Health Facilitators charge between $200 to $300 per hour.  This analysis also considers the added 
meetings to address a parenting plan, to be held with the Facilitator.  In other words, the cost may be 
less if the family does not have minor children or if the case can be resolved in less than three hours.  
The analysis is based upon an average of the cases I have been involved in.  Some cases need additional 
meetings or professionals when there is a family business to be evaluated or other issues to be 
addressed.  

 The analysis for the litigated divorce is based on a family with minor children that goes all the 
way to trial.  In this case all issues are fully litigated with a Social Investigation for the parenting plan and 
an accountant to testify for each side.  The hourly rates used are the same as a collaborative case.  
Obviously, if the case settles at mediation or prior to trial, the overall cost may be lower.  However, if 
the case involves additional hearings on motions, depositions, appraisals of real estate or businesses, 
the costs will be considerably higher.  In other words, the costs outlined are averaged and as realistic as 
possible in a general way.  Keep in mind that the costs detailed for litigation is for one side and therefore 
may be doubled for the family.   

 These comparisons also do not consider the time involved in each type of process.  The 
collaborative case is driven by the parties and can be completed in four to six months if the parties are 
efficient in providing information and completing homework between meetings.  The average litigated 
case takes over one year and is dependent on the need for additional discovery to gather evidence, the 
amount of time for the social investigation, and the responsiveness of the other party.  Many cases will 
last more than two years for full litigation.   

 There are other options for a divorce if there are less issues to be resolved.  Some families can 
finalize their divorce by resolving the case by themselves or using just a mediator.  Some families do not 
require three meetings for the collaborative process, others manage to settle soon after litigation 
begins.  However, the blow is an example of how using a collaborative process may be must less 
expenses for the average family with a professional team. 

 In case you think I am overestimating the real cost of litigation, you can review the case decided 
in 2017 in which the Wife was requesting an award of attorney fees for her case through trial totaling 
$133,277.  Myrick v. Myrick, 42 Fla.L.Weekly D692 (Fla. 2d DCA 2017)   



Collaborative Divorce for Couple with children TOTAL for Family: $16,900 

Action Professional Hours Rate Total  
Initial Atty Consults Attorneys (x2) 2 $350  $700  $700  
Initial Facilitator Consult Facilitator 2 $250  $500  $500  
Initial Financial Consult Financial 2 $250  $500  $500  
Initial Team Conference     $1,200  

 Attorneys (x2) 2 $350  $700   
 Facilitator 1 $250  $250   
 Financial 1 $250  $250   
Initial Team Meeting     $3,600  

 Attorneys (x2) 6 $350  $2,100   
 Facilitator 3 $250  $750   
 Financial 3 $250  $750   
Follow Up with Financial Financial 4 $250  $1,000  $1,000  
Facilitator developed                  
parenting plan Facilitator 4 $250  $1,000  $1,000  
Second Team Meeting     $1,200  

 Attorneys (x2) 2 $350  $700   
 Facilitator 1 $250  $250   
 Financial 1 $250  $250   
Financial Update to Team Financial 4 $250  $1,000  $1,000  
Third Team Meeting     $3,600  

 Attorneys (x2) 6 $350  $2,100   
 Facilitator 3 $250  $750   
 Financial 3 $250  $750   
Agreement Preparation Attorneys (x2) 4 $350  $1,400  $1,400  
Final Meeting     $1,200  

 Attorneys (x2) 2 $350  $700   
 Facilitator 1 $250  $250   
 Financial 1 $250  $250   
      
TOTAL for family     16900 

      
Based upon each attorney charging $350 per hour and the neutrals charging $250 per hour 
Based upon three full team meetings, Facilitator drafting parenting plan, and one signing 
meeting 

 

  



Litigation Charges for one spouse with children TOTAL: $48,050 

Attorney Fees: 
Initial Consultation 2 $350  $700 
Drafting Pleadings 2 $350  $700 
Review Financial Affidavit 1 $350  $350 
Review Answer 1 $350  $350 
Review MD 1 $350  $350 
Correspondence / Motions Temp Issues 5 $350  $1,750 
Prepare Mediation Temp Issues 2 $350  $700 
Attend Mediation on Temp Issues 4 $350  $1,400 
Prepare Temporary Hearing 3 $350  $1,050 
Attend Temporary Hearing 3 $350  $1,050 
Draft Temporary Order 2 $350  $700 
Correspondence / Motions Final Issues 5 $350  $1,750 
Deposition Prep & Depo SI 5 $350  $1,750 
Depo Prep & Depo Acct. 5 $350  $1,750 
Depo Prep & Depo OP Acct. 5 $350  $1,750 
Mediation Prep Final 4 $350  $1,400 
Mediation  8 $350  $2,800 
Trial Prep 16 $350  $5,600 
Two Day Trial 16 $350  $5,600 
Prepare Proposed Final Judgment 8 $350  $2,800 

 

Paralegal Fees 
Initial Case Preparation & Filing 1 $150  $150 
Filing MD for both sides 1 $150  $150 
Trial Prep 8 $150  $1,200 

 

Social Investigator 
Social Investigation 10 $250  $2,500          
Depo Social Investigator 5 $250  $1,250          
Testimony Social Investigator 4 $250  $1,000          

 

Accountant 
Prepare Mandatory Disclosure 4 $250  $1,000 
Depo Prep & Depo Acct. 5 $250  $1,250 
Drafting Financial Affidavit 4 $250  $1,000 
Depo Prep & Depo OP Acct. 5 $250  $1,250 
Mediation Prep Final 4 $250  $1,000 
Attend Mediation  8 $250  $2,000 
Trial Prep 4 $250  $1,000 

 


